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Maysoon Zayid Headlines at 2016 Celebration of Possibilities 

   The 2016 Celebration of Possibilities will 

feature an appearance by a very special guest, 

Maysoon Zayid. 

   Zayid describes herself as "a Palestinian 

Muslim with cerebral palsy, from New Jersey, 

who is an actress, comedian and activist".  

   Maysoon Zayid started her acting career by 

appearing on the popular soap opera As the 

World Turns for two years, as well as guest 

appearances on Law & Order, NBC Nightly 

News and ABC's 20/20. 

   During her early acting experiences, she 

found her disability and ethnicity repeatedly limiting to her advancement. Zayid then turned to stand-up and began 

appearing at New York's top clubs, including Caroline's, Gotham, and Stand Up NY, where she takes on serious 

topics such as terrorism and the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

   She co-founded the New York Arab-American Comedy Festival in 

2003 with comedian Dean Obeidallah, which is held annually in 

New York City and showcases Arab-American comics, actors, play-

wrights and filmmakers. 

   In late 2006, Zayid debuted her one-woman show LAW at Los An-

geles's Comedy Central stage; it was produced and directed by 

Kathy Najimy. In 2008, LAW's screenplay was chosen for the Sundance Screenwriters Lab. She also had a role in 

the 2008 Adam Sandler film, You Don't Mess with the Zohan. 

   While she usually tours by herself or as a special guest on the Axis of Evil Comedy Tour, she also co-hosts the 

radio show Fann Majnoon . Zayid can be seen in the 2013 documentary The Muslims Are Coming!, which features a 

group of Muslim American stand up comedians touring the United States in an effort to counter Islamophobia, as 

well as various celebrities including Jon Stewart, David Cross, Janeane Garofalo and Rachel Maddow. She has also 

presented at the TED annual conference. 

   In addition to her busy career, Zayid spends three months a year in the Palestinian territories, running an arts pro-

gram for disabled and orphaned children in refugee camps. She helps the children use art to deal with trauma and 

bridge the gap between disabled and non-disabled children. Eighty percent of the funding for the camps comes from 

her comedy work. A resident of New Jersey, she earned her BFA in acting from Arizona State University. 

   The Celebration of Possibilities will take place at the Crossroads Event Center on Thursday evening, March 31st, 

capping off National DD Awareness Month. In addition to live music, entertainment and a host of surprises, the 

evening will honor individuals and businesses throughout Fairfield County who have made strides in, and contribu-

tions to, the DD community. For information about the evening, contact Fairfield DD, 740.652-7220.  

    For information on Maysoon Zayid, visit her page at https://www.facebook.com/maysoonzayid/. 

“I’ve got 99 problems… 

Palsy is just one.” 

 - Maysoon Zayid 

Bringing about a vibrant community where people lead fulfilling lives and make meaningful contributions. 
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President Ronald Reagan  
declared March to be  

Developmental Disabilities  
Awareness Month in 1987, urging  

 
“… all Americans to join me in  

according to our fellow citizens 
with such disabilities both  

encouragement and the  
opportunities they need to lead 
productive lives and to achieve 

their full potential.” 

 Ohio Developmental Disabilities  

Awareness & Advocacy Day  
   Save the date of March 8 and join self-advocates, family 

members and allies at the Ohio Statehouse to educate policy 

makers about the issues most important to you by sharing 

your story! For registration or a detailed itinerary, visit the 

page https://www.facebook.com/OhioDDAwareness.  

Walk at the Mall with Us! 

   Help Fairfield DD celebrate National DD Awareness 

Month by walking a mile in the mall, 9:30 am March 

12th in the River Valley Mall. 

   We will congregate outside Discover U for registration. 

We also will be honoring 15 businesses in the mall who 

currently partner with Discover U and Job Fusion. 

   This is a free event with souvenirs and refreshments. 

 

Lace up your sneakers and we will see you there! 

   I have been working in the field of de-

velopmental disabilities for the majority 

of my life and I can tell you that for peo-

ple like me, the month of March is akin to 

the holiday season most people experi-

ence.     

   Since 1987, March has been designated as National Devel-

opmental Disabilities Month. 

   But what does that really mean? Well, it can mean a number 

of things— but to me, it’s a reminder to get involved. 

   In Fairfield County we take National DD Awareness Month 

pretty seriously and are aggressive in our efforts to reach peo-

ple throughout the county to not only educate them about de-

velopmental disabilities, but to ask them to shed preconceived 

notions. You will see and hear many campaigns and ads 

throughout March. But if you do nothing else, I urge you to 

take action and help promote DD awareness. 

   This can be as simple as sharing a post from social media 

about developmental disabilities, changing your profile pic-

ture or watching a YouTube video by our Celebration guest, 

Maysoon Zayid. It can mean attending one of the many func-

tions we have planned for the month—our mall walk, our art 

opening or our free movie night. It can mean getting connect-

ed with someone you may or may not know who has a devel-

opmental disability. For many of the people we serve, trans-

portation to community activities is often a huge barricade in 

their getting to a from a community event. Do you know 

someone who needs a ride to church or who would like to  

join you at your next book club meeting? (If you don’t, we 

do!) Many of our service options are always in need of volun-

teers.  The local chapter of Special Olympics (Fairfield Ath-

letic Association) is looking for a track coach and also needs 

dozens of volunteers to make its equestrian program a suc-

cess. Community Connections is focused on getting individu-

als connected to activities all over the county and cannot do it 

alone. Perhaps you own a business and have considered hiring 

a person with a disability but are unsure where to start. We 

can help you with that as well. And if your local civic club is 

ever in need of guest speakers, we certainly have some of the 

best and most colorful speakers around. 

   But National Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 

is not about Fairfield DD. It’s about acceptance and under-

standing. So even if you do nothing else this month, I urge 

you to educate yourself, go beyond the labels and stereotypes, 

and reach out to someone in your community with by devel-

opmental disabilities. Celebrate this month with us. 

 

John Pekar, Superintendent  

 

http://arcjcorg.presencehost.net/articles/ddmonthproclamation.html
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CELEBRATE DD AWARENESS MONTH WITH US! 



   Fairfield DD is excited to host a free movie night featuring the acclaimed 

film, WHERE HOPE GROWS with a special meet and greet session with 

the star of the film, David DeSanctis. The evening will begin at 7:15 pm 

March 24th at Ohio University-Lancaster. 

  DeSanctis grew up in Louisville, Kentucky, the youngest of five children. 

He had his premiere acting role in the feature film made in the fall of 2013. 

The film, which had a national release in the spring of 2015, will be availa-

ble for purchase the evening of the 24th. He also will be signing copies of 

the dvd.  

   David is presently doing appearances and speaking for non-profits and 

special needs groups around the country. He is taking classes at Jefferson 

Community Technical College. 

   While at Ballard High School in Louisville, he was an avid sports fan and 

attended a great variety of sporting events, becoming the unofficial cheer-

leader for many of those sports, earning him the title “Most School Spirit”.  

His involvement in the morning TV broadcast at Ballard, where he co-

anchored the news and had a monthly cooking segment, fueled David’s 

interest in acting.  

   David is an avid reader with great computer skills.  He keeps busy with 

Special Olympics (basketball, softball, golf, bowling, and flag football), participates with the Louisville Adap-

tive Rowing Team, loves a good game of tennis and rides bikes often with his family.  He has participated in 

the Best Buddies Program since 2009, when it was first introduced to 

Louisville; he currently serves as an ambassador for the Best Buddies 

program nationally. 

   David has a great appreciation for music and would be happy to make 

you a mixed CD including your favorite singers.  David keeps up with 

family and friends on Facebook while looking forward to his next act-

ing opportunity. 

   The film WHERE HOPES GROWS is a tender story of the friend-

ship that develops between DeSanctis’ character, Produce, and a fallen 

MLB star, Calvin Campbell. 

   Calvin Campbell is a former professional baseball player sent to an 

early retirement due to his panic attacks at the plate. Even though he 

had all the talent for the big leagues, he struggles with the curveballs 

life has thrown him. Today, he mindlessly sleepwalks through his days 

and the challenge of raising his teenager daughter. His life is in a slow 

downward spiral when it is suddenly awakened and invigorated by the 

most unlikely person – Produce, a young-man with Down syndrome 

who works at the local grocery store. 

   Calvin slowly loses the chip on his shoulder as he begins to experi-

ence the world through Produce’s eyes. Faith, work, purpose and most 

importantly, family, blossom into Calvin’s life as their friendship de-

velops. 

   The unlikely pair becomes intertwined giving Calvin’s life new 

meaning and purpose, but unfortunately leads to tragedy due to single 

decision echoed from Calvin’s past. 

   WHERE HOPE GROWS is a story of finding redemption through 

faith, hope and love. It is rated PG-13. 

   This special event is free to the public but tickets will be required due 

to limited space. DeSanctis will be available following the film to meet and interact with patrons. Tickets will 

be available at Fairfield DD locations: Administration Building, Forest Rose School, Opportunity Center, Dis-

cover U, Pickerington Center and Art & Clay/Square 7 @ 150 West Main Street. Call 740-652-7220 for more 

information. 

 

    

 

A Free Movie Night and Evening with David DeSanctis 

“Where Hope Grows is an 
incredible film that 
demonstrates the power 
of value, acceptance, and 
inclusion of people with 
Down syndrome through 
all walks of life. David De-
Sanctis, “Produce”, is a 
true inspiration and is 
paving the way for indi-
viduals with Down syn-
drome who strive for 
their own careers, rela-
tionships, ambitions, and 
independence.”  

- Sara Hart Weir, President 
of the National Down Syn-
drome Society  



The Arc Plans for a National Day Out Event for Developmental  
Disabilities Awareness Month 

   March is national Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and The Arc invites you to join them on March 29 in a grass-

roots initiative to help raise awareness about people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD). 

   What should you do? If you are a person with I/DD or know someone who has I/DD, simply make plans to go out somewhere in 

public on March 29. That’s all. Just plan a day out and about enjoying the things you like to do. And, in the process help raise 

awareness and generate some conversation about people with I/DD during Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. This 

one-day movement will serve to harness our collective power to gain allies, foster understanding, dispel myths and encourage a 

greater understanding among people without a disability. 

   Year round, The Arc works to promote and protect the rights of people with I/DD to live, learn, work and play as valued and 

contributing members of their communities. They fight for legislation to remove barriers to full participation and inclusion and 

have been successful on many fronts. But sometimes the barrier has nothing to do with the width of a doorway or an employer’s 

hiring practices. Sometimes the barrier is as subtle as a nervous glance from an uninformed person in line with you at the market. 

   So, this March 29, let’s all go out and start breaking down those social barriers once and for all. As an individual with I/DD, this 

is your chance to personally help raise awareness just by being yourself and participating in the things you enjoy alongside others 

in your community without disabilities. Make plans now to hit the movies, the park, your local shopping center or restaurant and 

maybe spark some conversation in the process. If you are a friend or family member of a person with I/DD, make plans now to 

enjoy a fun activity together in public and take the opportunity to show others that we’re all not so different after all. 

   Visit The Arc’s website at www.thearc.org/lets-go-out and find out more about this campaign and things you can do join in. 

And spread the word using the hashtag #DDAware on social media during the month of March. Follow online at 

www.facebook.com/thearcus or www.twitter.com/thearcus and be sure to show everyone what you end up doing on March 29 by 

sharing your photos using the hashtag #DDAware. 

Employees Can Win Canvas Painting Party! 
   Employees of Fairfield DD and Fairfield Industries are being given the 

chance to win a private painting party at Art & Clay on Main, a value of 

$300, by patronizing area business that currently partner with Job Fusion 

and Discover U. 

   Throughout the month of March, any time a purchase is made at a part-

nering business, the employee can submit their receipt to the receptionist  at 

their work site which will be entered into a drawing to win the private par-

ty.  

   For a complete list of businesses, see your receptionist. The winner will 

be announced during the Celebration of Possibilities March 31st. (You 

do not need to be present to win...but we hope you are!)  Thanks to Art 

& Clay for this generous incentive and good luck! 

http://www.thearc.org/lets-go-out
http://www.facebook.com/thearcus
http://www.twitter.com/thearcus


NetJets, Inc. Donates 40 iPads  

Carrie Large of Sage Sustainable Electronics (left) and Mandy Humbert of NetJets, Inc. 
(second from right) present 40 refurbished iPads to representatives from Fairfield 
Industries and Fairfield DD. 

   NetJets, Inc. has donated 40 refurbished iPads to Fairfield Industries’ and 

the Opportunity Center, which provides services for 120 adults with disabili-

ties in Fairfield County.  The donation was made possible by Sage Sustaina-

ble Electronics’ GoodTogether program, which refurbishes unwanted tech-

nology from businesses, and donates like-new devices to those in need, such 

as schools and non-profits.  

   “We are grateful for this incredible donation and are excited to begin using 

the iPads,” said Brad Changet, Program Services Manager at Opportunity 

Center. “We are planning to use them for advanced communication, employ-

ment searching and even video monitoring which will aid adults in employ-

ment skills.” 

   “Too often, companies look at their old technology as trash. It’s not. It can 

do a great deal of good in the community. That’s what our GoodTogether 

program is all about,” said Carrie Large, Director of Client Engagement at 

Sage Sustainable Electronics.  

   “When a company like NetJets Inc. not only appreciates the services pro-

vided to adults with disabilities, but is willing to help facilitate those individ-

uals’ growth, it speaks volumes,” said Fairfield DD Superintendent John 

Pekar. “It’s an acknowledgment that every person in the community should 

be able to take advantage of today’s technology to enrich their lives and ca-

reers.” 

   Sage is a next-generation IT Asset Disposition company working with 

companies nationwide to conveniently and professionally transition their 

used electronics for further use by themselves or others, and as a last and 

final resort, to recycle.  Sage’s mission is to make the world more sustainable 

by extending the life of used electronics. 

   For more information, please visit www.sageGoodTogether.com or 

www.sageSE.com. 

   The first ever Lego figure in a 

wheelchair has been spotted at 

the Nuremberg and London toy 

fairs, featuring a beanie-hatted 

character alongside a helper dog. 

   The figure was captured in 

photos by the Promobricks blog, 

and shared on the Bricksfans 

website. The figure features 

alongside an ice-cream vendor, 

cyclist, picnickers and more, in a 

new park scene from the compa-

ny’s City range. 

   The sighting is significant, giv-

en Lego has recently been ac-

cused of a lack of diversity in its 

figures. The #ToyLikeMe cam-

paign, launched last year, result-

ed in over 20,000 signatures to a 

Change.org petition, which lob-

bied Lego to include disabled 

figures in its sets. (reprinted from 

theguardian.com) 

Brick by Brick  

http://www.sageGoodTogether.com
http://www.sageSE.com
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/lego
https://www.facebook.com/Promobricks
http://bricksfans.com/2016/01/27/lego-releases-first-disabled-minifigure/
https://www.change.org/p/lego-please-positively-represent-disability-in-your-toys
https://www.change.org/p/lego-please-positively-represent-disability-in-your-toys


 

Ohio SIBS is planning their spring retreat 

and taking registration now. 

2016 SIBS Looking Forward: Transi-

tion Retreat is a weekend where individu-

als with disabilities (ages 17-22) and their 

siblings (ages 15-25) can explore transi-

tion topics and enjoy time together. The 

retreat will be  held at YMCA Camp Wil-

son in Bellefontaine, Ohio on April 8-10, 

2016. Participants have the opportunity 

to learn about the transition process, get to 

know their sibling better, and develop self-

awareness and confidence about the fu-

ture. The event is free but donations are 

welcomed. 

   It is the Mission of Ohio SIBS to be rec-

ognized as the unified voice and partner 

for Ohio adult siblings of people with de-

velopmental disabilities and their families. 

Ohio SIBS will provide advocacy, educa-

tion, leadership and supports that will pro-

mote enhanced quality of life, improved 

public policy and increased services and 

supports for adult siblings (of people with 

developmental disabilities) and their fami-

lies. 

   For information, call 614-685-8723. 

SIBS Retreat Planned 

On Tuesday, March 8th, Valorie Dom-

brakas, Ohio Coalition for the Education 

of Children with Disabilities (OCECD) 

and Scott Campbell, Southeastern Ohio 

Center for Independent Living (SOCIL) 

will be presenting “Understanding and 

Writing an Individualized Education 

Plan (IEP)” from 6 to 8 pm at the Agri-

culture Center Building, 831 College 

Avenue, Lancaster.  

Registration is free but required. Call 

740-689-1494 for information. 

 

 

IEP Help Offered 

Job Fusion, 

I wanted to thank you for the 

opportunity to attend the Job 

Fusion program at the River 

Valley Mall this year. The 

(Canal Winchester) students 

really enjoyed the experience 

and our staff also felt that 

the program was very helpful 

for our students. I hope we 

can continue to participate 

with you next year.  

Thank you,  

Tim Kovacs 

District Representative 

Canal Winchester High School  

614-833-2157 ext. 2691 

   Join the Early Intervention families 

and children, ages 0—5, for an hour 

of interactive play and friendship at 

the Early Literacy Center, 2885 Hel-

ena Dr. NW in Caroll. The group 

will meet from 10 to 11 am on Fri-

day Feb. 16, March 18, April 22 and 

May 13. Call 740-652-7225 for more 

information. 

   A bill that seeks to delete the term "mental retardation" from the 

state's laws has cleared the Ohio House. 

   The measure would replace such references in law with the term 

"intellectual disability." Along with other changes, the bill would spec-

ify that an intellectual disability is a form of developmental disability. 

   The bill passed January 26 on a 95-0 vote. 

   In 2009, a state law changed the name of the Ohio Department of 

Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities to the Department 

of Developmental Disabilities. The law didn't change other references 

to mental retardation. 

   The bill also would change the criteria by which a person could be 

determined to have a moderate level of intellectual disability and be 

subject to institutionalization by court order. 

The legislation now goes to the Senate for consideration 

The End is in Sight! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The OACB 2016 Spring Conference will be held May 
12—13 at the Hilton Columbus at Easton.  

MEORC Webinar 
Planned 

Join Fairfield DD in a webinar February 9, 

noon to 1 pm, hosted by MEORC. In this 

webinar, titled Respecting the Journey of 

the Family, we'll continue to discuss how 

to support families through respectful lis-

tening. Join us to learn some tips for 

meaningful conversation and to hear from 

families. Call Lois at 652-7220 for details.  



Contact Us 

Temple Custer Montanez, Editor  

www.FairfieldDD.com 

Administration ...................................................... 740-652-7220 

Superintendent ..................................................... 740-652-7220 

Services and Supports ......................................... 740-652-7220 

Family Support Services ....................................... 740-652-7220 

Department of Quality .......................................... 740-652-7235 

Forest Rose School .............................................. 740-652-7225 

Early Intervention/Birth to 3  ............................... 740-652-7225 

Opportunity Center ............................................... 740-652-7230 

Art & Clay on Main/Square 7 Coffeehouse ......... 740-653-1755 

JobFusion ................................ 614-835-2700 or 740-652-7235 

Transportation ...................................................... 740-652-7228 

Pickerington Regional Office .. 614-835-2700 or 740-652-7235 

Volunteer Opportunities ....................................... 740-652-7220 
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