
   Josh Stage, 

24, is one of 

the new in-

terns in the 

Work for It 

program at 

Discover U 

and, quite 

frankly, he 

couldn’t be happier. 

   “I have to say, I love Discover U,” he said. 

“There really is no other place in Ohio that I 

know about where I can have this kind of oppor-

tunity.” 

   A graduate of Westfall High School, Stage 

relocated to Lancaster and has only been at Dis-

cover U for a few months. Currently, when not 

in training classes or assisting the River Valley 

Mall facilities crew with cleaning, Stage serves 

as the receptionist in the Discover U office. 

 “I like helping out at the front desk when it’s 

busy,” he said. “I have a great memory so it’s 

easy for me. I also do shredding and stuff like 

that.” 

   Special adaptations were necessary for him to 

complete the computer training portion of the 

curriculum because he is visually impaired. He 

jokingly says the computer is not his friend. 

   A trackball mouse was installed which allows 

him to navigate Windows and to surf the inter-

net. A special keyboard with large, lighted keys 

allows Josh to better see to type. A headset with 

a built-in microphone was a necessary accessory 

permitting Josh to use the speech recognition 

software that transfers his voice commands into 

text.  

   But one day Josh hopes to work in radio. He is 

a huge fan of podcasts and sports programs. This 

month, he will be a guest on 90.9 FM. 

   “I’m learning a lot here though,” he said. 

“Like now I know interviewing skills. I’d never 

been to a job interview before. The people here 

are amazing. They have not given up on me, 

even when I’ve wanted to give up on myself.” 

Stage Right! 
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   Two years ago, Ann Kendall decided to join her aunt, Lori Borah, and 

cousin, Mandie Taylor, for a fitness challenge at D’Lean’s Choice Fit in 

Lancaster. This decision turned out to be a life-changer for Ann. 

   Nowadays Ann springs out of bed around 4:15am for the 5am 

workout of the day. Since joining D’lean’s, Ann has lost 50 pounds, 

learned about healthy eating and is fit. According to her Aunt, Ann can 

endure a one-hour spin class with no problem, tackle new workouts, and 

frequently challenges her cohorts with her positive and encouraging 

personality. Aunt Lori says the people at D’lean’s are like family and 

have been incredibly supportive of Ann and her efforts to be healthy.   

   “She is truly a fixture around 

here,” said D’Lean’s Owner Dele-

ne Morris McNeal. “I can’t re-

member what it was like before 

Ann was around. Everyone loves 

her and she is truly an inspira-

tion.” 

   McNeal recalls an inspirational 

story surround Ann. 

   “One of our members was work-

ing out at the same time as Ann and 

she was behind her on a treadmill,” 

McNeal said. “They were so inspired 

by Ann’s work ethic that when they 

finished, they came downstairs and 

asked the employee at the front desk to 

allow Ann to pick out any piece of mer-

chandise she wanted and the inspired 

member would pay for it. Ann picked out 

one of our hoodies with our logo on it and I 

rarely see her without it.”    

   Ann’s Aunt she is fondly known as a “gym rat” because of her dedi-

cation and frequent presence at the gym. Ann now volunteers in the 

childcare room so young mothers will benefit from the gym just like she 

has and this also helps offset the cost of participation at the gym. 

   Ann is not new to volunteerism. She and her mother diligently volun-

teer at the Crossroads Center every Wednesday evening to help raise 

money for the free meals provided to the community at the First United 

Methodist Church of Lancaster.   

   Ann is currently seeking employment in the Lancaster area as she was 

recently laid off from her job of 10 plus years.  

   Ann is a dedicated, hard-working person and a good friend to others; 

qualities of an outstanding citizen.  

An Inspiration to Move It 

Ann Kendall (left) and Tara 

Posten at a DCFit benefit run. 



 
   The new year has arrived and it seems 

an appropriate time to think about cele-

brating, or rather, the Celebration! 

   Believe it or not, we are less than three 

months away from presenting our 8th 

Annual Celebration of Possibilities, 

scheduled for March 31st at the Crossroads Event Center. 

   It hardly seems possible that we are in our eighth year and 

that the event continues to gain so much momentum. It’s 

daunting and exciting and, at times, a little terrifying, to plan 

such a large-scale event that patrons have come to look for-

ward to. 

   This year the theme for Celebration is Channel Your Dreams 

and will revolve around classic TV shows that we all know and 

love. We are in the process of securing our entertainment, and 

volunteers have begun the creative process for scripts, t-shirt 

designs, production and programs. 

   But we still need your help. 

   The Celebration of Possibilities, at its core, is about recog-

nizing members of our community for their commitment to our 

mission. I encourage everyone to consider a person or business 

for this year’s awards. (Information on each award is found on 

the back of this newsletter.) Nominations will be accepted 

through the month of January. In our daily lives, I’m certain 

we can all think of one, if not many, people who deserve 

recognition. 

   Of course the Celebration would not be possible without the 

generosity of our sponsors and ticket holders, as well as the 

Friends of Fairfield DD Committee. If you are interested in 

becoming a sponsor, or know someone who is, please contact 

Gaynor Pfeffer at 652-7220. There are many levels of sponsor-

ship—from Platinum to Ticket Holder. Every contribution 

matters and sponsors are given much recognition throughout 

the event. 

   Lastly, everyone who works on this event does so on a vol-

unteer basis because they believe in what we are trying to ac-

complish. It amazes me every year that so many of you take 

the time to volunteer. If you have never been involved but 

would like to be, we have many opportunities for you to use 

your time and talent. Simply contact Susan Barnett at 614-835-

2700 and ask her how you can help. 

   Until then, I’ll be practicing my lines and getting the tux out 

of the closet! 

   See you all at the Celebration! 

 

John Pekar, Superintendent 

Successful Month for Uhl 

   David Uhl, Director of Business Development, suc-

cessfully completed the Ohio Superintendents of Coun-

ty Boards of DD Superintendent Development Program 

in December. 

   The purpose and activities of this program identifies 

individuals who exhibit leadership qualities and who 

may be interested in becoming a county board Superin-

tendent in the future. The program has received approv-

al by the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabili-

ties. Participants must be nominated by their current 

Superintendent and commit to a twelve month program. 

   In addition, Uhl was sworn in to his position of Lan-

caster City Councilman on December 22nd after win-

ning his election in November. Congratulations on your 

accomplishments David! 

Making a Difference 
   Work For It interns partnered with Charley’s Philly 

Steaks on a Saturday at River Valley Mall in December 

collecting new, unwrapped toys for children to be given 

by the Maywood Mission and/or at least a $5 cash dona-

tion with all proceeds going to feed the hungry through 

Lutheran Social Services.  

   Everyone who made a donation received a card for a 

free small sandwich from Charley’s! The first partnered 

holiday event proved plentiful for charities with three big 

boxes of toys and $480 collected for food to feed the 

hungry. What a wonderful feeling it gives to help others, 

just as part of Charley’s mission statement says to 

“strengthen your neighbor”. Thank you John Hammond. 



Basketball Volunteers Needed 

   StepByStep from 

SOAR Therapy is a new 

iPad app that assesses and improves sequencing 

skills for users of ALL ages with impaired or de-

veloping cognition. Developed by an Occupational 

Therapist, StepByStep uses over 50 sequences of 

Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) to help SLPs, 

OTs, teachers, and parents help strengthen the 

problem-solving, attention to detail, and visual 

scanning skills of the kids and adults they work 

with. Utilizing a history log, it’s easy to monitor 

and analyze the progress of individual users as they 

work through various sequences over time. Initially 

a FREE download with access to four fantastic se-

quences, StepByStep offers extremely affordable 

In-App Purchasing – only $9.99 to purchase an 

entire category of sequences (Kids or Adults). Rec-

ommended for Occupational Therapists, Speech 

Language Pathologists, parents, and teachers. On 

the AppStore. 

   A Special Olympics Unified Basket-

ball Team has been created for January 

and February—the Braves.  Many peo-

ple expressed interest last year in volun-

teering for the 2016 season. 

   For those interested, practices will take place on Sat-

urdays from 10:30 am to noon beginning Jan 16.  Vol-

unteers will need to complete a little bit of paperwork. 

   The team is coached by Kevin Rigsby and Greg Dex-

ter. 

   Please let Michelle Dexter or Andrea Headley know 

if you are interested in helping with the team. For fur-

ther details, call 740.652.7220. 

   Chinese New Year is an annual celebration marking the start of the year according to the Chinese lunisolar calendar. Chi-

nese New Year always falls in the months of January or February, and each Chinese New Year is represented by 1 of the 12 

creatures of the Chinese Zodiac – 2016 is the Year of the Monkey. The general image of people in this zodiac sign is of 

always being smart, clever and intelligent, especially in their career and wealth. They are lively, flexible, quick-witted and 

versatile. In addition, their gentleness and honesty bring them an everlasting love life.  

Chinese: 猴 hóu 

Years of the Monkey: 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004, 2016, 2028 

Gong Xi Fa Cai ! 

   Fairfield DD employs 23 Individual Support Coordina-

tors who perform individualized support functions for peo-

ple with disabilities.  

   The Coordinators, also called ISCs, assist people in 

identifying choices and strengths through a planning pro-

cess where the individual and family members/personal 

advocates are in charge. An ISC also helps to develop 

plans for an individual in collaboration with that individual’s 

team. They ensure budgets are in place for supports when 

appropriate and assist in identifying providers for those 

supports. An ISC will also monitor the implementation of 

plans and budgets, maintain all documentation of activities 

and respond to emergencies. Fairfield DD’s ISCs function 

on four teams and are located in three buildings. Their 

caseloads include children, people in transition and adults. 

What is an  

Individual Support Coordinator? 

C ongrats to Fairfield DD’s Early Intervention team. In 

2015 they received 174 new referrals from Help Me 

Grow, which is an average of 14.5 per month. The team of pro-

viders serves and supports approximately 145 to 155 families 

on a regular basis. 

The Emerald 
Room, Makoy Cen-
ter, 5462 Center 
St. Hilliard, OH  
Doors open at 5:45 
PM. Show be-
gins at 7:00 PM. 
Visit https://
mhafc.org/give-
mom-the-mic-
tickets/ for info! 

New App 

Helps with 

Sequencing 



United Way  
Can Help with Your Taxes 

Starting the New Year WRITE! 
Adaptive writing instruments can 

make all the difference for a person 

with reduced hand or finger dexteri-

ty. These instruments provide extra 

leverage and reduce strain while pro-

moting proper alignment. Prices 

range from $8 to $25 and are availa-

ble through www.maddak.com 

Kick the Blues 
Abilities United will present Kick the Blues—

Change Your Mood from 3 to 4:30 pm January 27 

at the Hocking College Logan Campus, 30140 Iles 

Road. Call 740.380.1475 to register. 

Paying It Forward 

Ciarra Brunton, 11, decided to make a difference over 

the holiday and donated her toys to the Salvation Ar-

my. She is pictured here with Captain Laura DeMi-

chael at the Christmas Castle. 

The United Way offers free tax prep services beginning on January 20 and ending on April 15. Staff and volunteers are IRS 

Certified to prepare and file tax returns.  Office hours vary so please call 740-653-0643 to schedule an appointment. 

VITA 
VITA offers free tax preparation for low- to moderate-income individuals and families in Fairfield County. Eligible families/

individuals made under $52,000 for 2015. The United Way of Fairfield County's VITA site's goal is to increase education, 

awareness, and claims of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). The EITC is the largest refundable credit that can be claimed 

on an individual tax return. 

TCE 
UWFC provides free federal, state & school district tax returns for individuals and families that are over the age of 60. There is 

no income limit when filing with the TCE program. 

Self Prep Services  (at home or at the United Way office) 

You can file your taxes for free with H & R Block software at MyFreeTaxes.com. My Free Taxes is a part-

nership of United Way Worldwide, Goodwill Industries International, the National Disability Institute and 

the Walmart Foundation and is brought to you locally by the United Way of Fairfield County. 

 

If you earned $58,000 or less, log on to MyFreeTaxes.com to file both your federal and state taxes for free. 

http://www.myfreetaxes.com/uwfc


Chiefs Swim to Gold 

5+ Years 
Matt Brown  Walmart   Lancaster 
Elizabeth Burgoon Fairfield Medical Center Lancaster 
Janet Fleming  FCBDD/Forest Rose School Lancaster 
Albert Gardner  Wendy’s   Carroll 
Brad Hoyt  Giant Eagle   Lancaster 
Leah Maynard  Giant Eagle   Lancaster 
Jim Moore  Glasfloss   Lancaster 
Adam Ortiz  Giant Eagle   Pickerington 
Carrie Oxenrider FCBDD-Admin.  Lancaster 

Tim Pressdee  Pizza Hut   Lancaster 

10+ Years 
Hilary Clegg  Abbington Assisted Living Pickerington 
Brian Fillippelli  Kroger    Columbus 
Matt Sears  Kroger    Hebron 

Janna Wicks  McDonald’s   Lancaster 

15+ Years 

Randy McCall  Sears    Lancaster 

20+ Years 
Greg Beiter  Lancaster City Schools  Lancaster 
Tim Derflinger  Pizza Hut   Lancaster 
Jordan Freizinger Arbors at Carroll  Carroll 

Cindy Shumaker Burger King   Lancaster 

Employment Milestone Award Winners 

Job Fusion Celebrates Successes 

   The employees and participants of the Fairfield DD Job Fusion pro-

gram gathered in December at the Crossroads Center to celebrate 

newly-employed individuals and those who have reached milestones 

with their employment. Everyone enjoyed a meal prepared and 

served by staff, along with music provided by Ray Schmidt and an 

awards presentation by Superintendent John Pekar and Doug Mitch-

ell. Congratulations to everyone involved! 

Courtney Pendleton smiles for the camera at the Job Fusion banquet. 

 
   Early in December at 

the Ohio State Univer-

sity Aquatics Complex, 

the Fairfield County 

Athletic Association 

Swim Team did a great 

job representing Fair-

field County. The team 

had 11 swimmers qual-

ify for state competi-

tion at the regional 

meet in Upper Arlington on October 31st. The 

event directors then created 8 slots for FCAA to 

fill at the state meet. The 8 swimmers, chosen, 

by lottery system, to go to the OSU meet were 

Andy Anders, Jessie Bash, Cassandra Davis, 

Elizabeth Johnson, Jasmine Mayo, Josh Sorrell, 

Elizabeth Walters and Janna Wicks.  

     It has been two year since the Chiefs have 

attended the state meet.  For some members, it 

was their first time ever swimming in such a 

large facility.  There were a number of firsts for 

the athletes, from starting blocks and whistle 

starts, to meeting new friends and getting reac-

quainted with athletes and coaches not seen in a 

while. The swimmers did not let themselves be-

come overwhelmed by the noise, the people or 

the pace. They stayed focused, gracious, and dis-

played some of the best sportsmanship ever. By 

the end of the meet, every single swimmer had 

earned placings that they were proud of and had 

enjoyed being in the spotlight on the awards po-

dium.  The final tally of awards and placings is 

listed below.  

Placings: 

Andy A –        4th in the 25 M Freestyle 

Cassie D –      Gold medal in the 25 M Freestyle  

                        & Gold medal in 25 M Backstroke 

Liz J –             Gold medal in 50 M Freestyle 

                        & 4th in the 25 M Backstroke 

Jasmine M –   Silver medal in the 25 M Backstroke 

Josh S –          Silver in 25 M Freestyle 

                        & 6th in 50 M Freestyle  

Bess W –        4th in 25 M Freestyle & 5th in 25  

                       Backstroke 

Janna W –      Gold medal in 100 M Backstroke  

                        & Silver in 100 M Freestyle  



Decking the Halls 

at the 

Opportunity Center 

Holiday Hop! 



 

   It is time to begin submitting nominations for the 2016 Celebration of Possibilities Awards. Below are 

the descriptions of each award. Applications can be obtained by contacting Temple Montanez at tcmon-

tanez@fairfielddd.com. The deadline is fast approaching and we need your input! 

                    

Deanna Kirwin Award for Individual Achievement - Presented to an individual served by Fairfield DD who exemplifies 

the concepts of self-determination through personal, academic or developmental achievement by exceeding the goals estab-

lished by his or her planning team. This award is dedicated to the memory of Deanna Kirwin, the first person in the state of 

Ohio to start her own business with an Ohio Department of Disabilities Micro-Enterprise Grant. Deanna passed away in 2007. 

 Goldie Fields Spirit Award - Presented to a person who regularly volunteers at Fairfield DD and goes above and beyond his 

or her duties to provide exemplary benefits to the individuals we serve, our staff and stakeholders. Goldie was a long-time 

volunteer at Forest Rose School. Her unrelenting spirit and positive attitude was felt at the school until her death in 2008. 

 Hartung Family Pioneer Award - Given to a person or family that has gone above and beyond the norm to help promote 

awareness or provide services to children or adults w h developmental disabilities in Fairfield County. Beginning in the mid-

1950s, Art and Wilma Hartung were instrumental in organizing services for children and adults with disabilities in Fairfield 

County. Mr. Hartung died in 1971. Mrs. Hartung died in 2008 and their son, Tommy, died in 2009. 

Vision Award - Presented to a Fairfield County business or service organization that embraces the concepts of inclusion and 

self-determination, and displays that commitment through innovation. Past winners of this award include partner organiza-

tions or businesses that provide employment and other opportunities for people with disabilities.  

Distinguished Service Award - Presented to a staff member from Fairfield DD, a service provider or school district within 

the county that serves individuals with disabilities and embodies our vision and mission statement, especially when the nomi-

nee's support goes above and beyond the norm to promote the ideals of acceptance of the community. 

Commitment Award - Presented to a person who represents a business, service organization or social service agency outside 

of Fairfield DD who does the most to carry out the mission of Fairfield DD through his or her commitment to the individuals 

we support, Fairfield DD staff, other stakeholders and the Fairfield County community at large. 

Nominations Needed !!! 

The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) helps keep families safe and healthy through initi-

atives that assist families with energy costs. They provide federally-funded assistance in managing costs associat-

ed with: 

 Home energy bills 

 Energy crises 

 Weatherization and energy-related minor home repairs 

LIHEAP can help you stay warm in the winter and cool in the summer through programs that reduce the risk of 

health and safety problems that arise from unsafe heating and cooling practices. 

   For information, contact: Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program HHS, Phone Number: (202) 401-9351 

LIHEAP Can Help You Stay Warm This Winter 

   The Community Wesleyan Church in Newark will be one of 44 churches nationwide to participate in and host Tim Te-

bow’s Night to Shine, a faith-based prom experience for people with disabilities ages 16 and older. Aiming to make every-

one feel like a prom king or queen, the event, held on February 12th, provides a red-carpet entrance complete with a friendly 

welcome from paparazzi, limousine rides, hair and makeup stations, shoe shining areas and, of course, a dance floor. To vol-

unteer or even donate prom attire, or for more information, contact the church  at 740 366-4220 or visit their webpage at 

www.cwcnewark.org/night-to-shine. 

Shine ON! 



Contact Us 
Temple Custer Montanez, Editor  

www.FairfieldDD.com 
Administration ............................................ 740-652-7220 

Superintendent .......................................... 740-652-7220 

Services and Supports ............................... 740-652-7220 

Family Support Services ............................ 740-652-7220 

Department of Quality ................................ 740-652-7235 

Forest Rose School .................................... 740-652-7225 

Early Intervention/Birth to 3  ..................... 740-652-7225 

Opportunity Center ..................................... 740-652-7230 

Art & Clay on Main/Square 7 Coffeehouse740-653-1755 

JobFusion......................614-835-2700 or 740-652-7235 

Transportation ............................................ 740-652-7228 

Pickerington Regional Office 614-835-2700 or 740-652-

7235 

Volunteer Opportunities ............................. 740-652-7220 
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nity where people lead fulfilling 

lives and make meaningful con-
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