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Bringing about a vibrant community where people lead fulfilling lives and make meaningful contributions. 

   Inspired by DoSomething.org, Fairfield DD is 

hosting a social media campaign to reduce bul-

lying by helping to eliminate the stigma that sur-

rounds people with disabilities. Students with disa-

bilities are 2 to 3 times more likely to be bullied 

than their nondisabled peers. We are joining 

model and Dancing with the Stars Celeb Nyle 

DiMarco in posting pictures of people highlight-

ing their best abilities with the hashtag 

#WeAreAble. Join us in our chain by requesting a 

template or creating your own and posting it to 

your own page with the hashtag. Contact Com-

munity Relations for more information! 

740.652.7220 

Fairfield DD Vows to Do Something 

Take a pic and post with 

#WeAreAble 

   A new group has begun to gather on Tuesdays at Art & Clay on Main 

and they are a colorful bunch! The brainchild of Blue Show Studio artist 

Kayla Council and volunteer Peggy McDevitt, Fiber Art Group meets eve-

ry Tuesday  from 10 am to 1 pm.  

   The group is open to people with and without disabilities who have an 

interest in fiber arts. 

   “It could be sewing, weaving, quilting—whatever,“ McDevitt said. 

“People can just bring whatever project 

they want to work on and join fellow 

artists for a few hours each week. We 

have a blast!” 

   The group has grown substantially 

since its inception last winter and often 

boasts up to 13 people a week. 

“We have no rules here. It’s all about 

the creative process and hanging out 

with people who have similar interests,” 

McDevitt said. 

   The group often lunches together dur-

ing their sessions and they stay in touch 

via their Facebook page at Fiber Art 

Group. They would love for anyone to 

join them. Call 740.653.1755 for further information. 
 



   With summer quickly approaching, many people 

are beginning to make plans—for vacations, for kids’ 

activities, for landscaping plans, family reunions and 

so on.    

   At Fairfield DD, it is no different. We have many 

plans underway to maintain our momentum and 

help us navigate the changes that lie ahead. 

   I have been very pleased with the participation of 

staff during the last month’s Jabber with John ses-

sions and the input and suggestions that have arisen 

during those meetings. 

   Quality, Innovation and Planning is currently seek-

ing input for Fairfield DD’s Five Year Strategic Plan 

from both employees and the county at large. It is 

essential that in planning where Fairfield DD would 

like to be in the future that we look closely on the 

past and gather ideas from those who support us 

and receive services from us. If you have been una-

ble to take part in one of these discussions to date, I 

encourage you to visit http://goo.gl/forms/

Xp4iwgPjQc and take the quick survey. 

   I also have appreciated the questions and input 

from staff concerning Project Transformation and I 

believe that, though the future is still uncertain, we 

are all on the same page with our concern for main-

taining the highest quality of services for people with 

disabilities. But you don’t need to wait for a meeting 

to discuss your ideas and concerns with me. My door 

is always open. 

   In the meantime, we are gearing up for a full sum-

mer of events—from the opening of the Green Ma-

chine to the camps and activities at 150 West Main. I 

hope you will all take advantage of the many things 

Fairfield County has to offer this summer and, when 

making your plans, remember to keep Community 

Connections in mind. Consider taking an individual 

with disabilities with you when you venture out to a 

summer movie or activity at the library. You might not 

just be doing someone a favor—you might just make 

a new friend. 

 

John Pekar, Superintendent 

    

What is  

Resource Management? 
   Fairfield DD's Resource Manage-

ment team is comprised of an Individ-

ual Benefits Coordinator, Billing Spe-

cialist, Service Utilization Specialist,  

Individual Budget Liaison and Special-

ist as well as 2 part-time file clerks.  The 

many roles of the Resource Management Team 

include: assisting individuals to maintain their 

benefits; processing the billing to DODD for the 

services that FCBDD provides;  assisting ISCs with 

LOC process and utilization of services infor-

mation;  providing assistance to the ISCs in pro-

cessing their service authorizations and pro-

cessing the invoices for services that are funded 

locally by the county board. A service authori-

zation is primarily made up of Medicaid waivers 

and local funding sources and pays for essen-

tials such as homemaker, personal care, trans-

portation, housing, day services, supported em-

ployment and respite. The team also may help 

find additional funding for an individual when 

the need arises.  

   Sprout is gearing up for the 37th summer season 

of vacation trips for persons with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities. Some vacation desti-

nations that still have vacancies in the earlier 

part of the 2016 summer season.  They are: 

Atlantic City, NJ       Poconos, PA     

Lake George, NY     Vermont     

Niagara Falls, NY     Jersey Shore, NJ           

Boston & Salem           

   May and June are great months to travel and 

destinations tend to not be as crowded.  Regis-

ter soon as the summer trips are starting to fill up. 

   Another great vacation idea is a Sprout Cus-

tom-Designed Vacation.  It is the perfect way to 

accommodate your group’s specific vacation 

needs, from budgetary concerns to enhanced 

care.  You can pick the dates, length and desti-

nation of the vacation.  Sprout will pick-up and 

drop-off at the site of your choice on the first 

and last days of the trip.  Visit  http://

gosprout.org/vacation-programs/custom-trips/ 

for information. 

GET OUTTA HERE! 

http://gosprout.org/vacation-programs/custom-trips/
http://gosprout.org/vacation-programs/custom-trips/


   ‘Tis the season to de-

cide what will keep 

your kiddos occupied 

this summer and the 

creative team at Art & 

Clay have some excel-

lent options! Three 

camps will be offered 

and registration is cur-

rently being accepted. 

Spaces sell out quickly 

however, so get your 

little artists 

signed up 

today! 

The Elements of Art... 
June 7-10 
9:30-12 
$95 per child, includes supplies 
Ages: 8-14 

Community and Cultural Arts 
July 19-22 
9:30-12 
$95 per child, includes supplies 
Ages 8-14 

Multi Media 
August 2-5 
9:30-12 
$95 per child, supplies included 
Ages 8-14 

Art & Clay Summer Camps for Kids! 

   Grace Fellowship Church in Pickerington is partnering with Fairfield DD to provide an 

evening of fun for families and people with disabilities. Join them to play games and 

enjoy snacks May 11 from 6:30—8:30 pm at the Pickerington Regional Center, 7140 

Reynoldsburg Baltimore Road. To reserve a spot, call Julie Bruckelmeyer at 740.652.7220 . 

Autism Support Group  

Forms Locally 
   Coffee, Tea and Autism is a new 

style of support group that will be 

led by volunteers whose lives have 

been touched by autism. Formed 

around the belief that sometimes 

the best support and information 

comes from others living the same 

journey, the group will be at 6:30 pm May 19 at 

Trinity Methodist Church, 6389 Blacklick Eastern 

Road in Pickerington. 

   The support group, which has chapters around 

the state, aims to connect people with similar ex-

periences while providing resources, support and 

encouragement. 

   People with an Autism Spectrum Disorder and 

their families are invited to attend. To RSVP visit 

CoffeeTeaAndAutism_Fairfield@gmail.com. 

   In researching their book, Caren Zucker and 

John Donvan tracked down Donald Gray Tri-

plett (center), the first person officially diag-

nosed with autism. Now in his 80s, Triplett has 

had a long, happy life, Donvan says, maybe 

partly because his hometown embraced him 

from the beginning as " 'odd, but really, really 

smart.' " 

   The book is on the New York Times Bestseller 

List and available nationwide. 

Summer Reading 
 

   Nearly seventy-five years 

ago, Donald Triplett of Forest, 

Mississippi, became the 

first child diagnosed with au-

tism. Beginning with his fami-

ly’s odyssey, In a Different Key 

tells the extraordinary story of 

this often misunderstood con-

dition, and of the civil rights 

battles waged by the families of those who 

have it. Unfolding over decades, it is a beauti-

fully rendered history of ordinary people de-

termined to secure a place in the world for 

those with autism—by liberating children from 

dank institutions, campaigning for their right to 

go to school, challenging expert opinion on 

what it means to have autism, and persuad-

ing society to accept those who are different. 



795 College Avenue 

Lancaster, OH 43130 

 

Contact Us 

Temple Custer Montanez, Editor  

www.FairfieldDD.com 

Administration ...................................................... 740-652-7220 

Superintendent ..................................................... 740-652-7220 

Services and Supports ......................................... 740-652-7220 

Family Support Services ....................................... 740-652-7220 

Department of Quality .......................................... 740-652-7235 

Forest Rose School .............................................. 740-652-7225 

Early Intervention/Birth to 3  ............................... 740-652-7225 

Opportunity Center ............................................... 740-652-7230 

Art & Clay on Main/Square 7 Coffeehouse ......... 740-653-1755 

JobFusion ................................ 614-835-2700 or 740-652-7235 

Transportation ...................................................... 740-652-7228 

Pickerington Regional Office .. 614-835-2700 or 740-652-7235 

Volunteer Opportunities ....................................... 740-652-7220 

Our Mission 

To bring about a vibrant community 

where people lead fulfilling lives and 

make meaningful contributions. 
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Superintendent            John R. Pekar 

 Louisa Jagger is celebrating spring with the 

arrival of a few new friends whose fleece is 

white as snow. And everywhere that Louisa 

goes the lambs are sure to go! 

http://www.fairfieldmrdd.com/

